Ahousaht BC

Website : www.ahousaht.ca

Ahousaht is the biggest Nuu-chah-nulth Nation with nearly 2,300 members, approximately
900 that live at home and the rest of our members live elsewhere, up and down Vancouver
Island, to the Mainland, in the Washington State; we also have a few members who reside in
different provinces of Canada. We have 215 homes, plus our new project that is coming up;
our Administration and Housing teams are working on building an “Elders Complex” that will
open up 6 new homes to our Elders in need.
Our home and our people are well known for their strong leadership in our qu-us ways,
they are known for our cultural songs and dances, our cultural ceremonies and so much
more.
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Elected Chief and Council 2018-2022
On June 19th, 2018 new Chief and Council were elected.
Congratulations to our new elected chief and council members.
We look forward to seeing the differences and changes that
you can all make for all Ahousaht First Nation Members.

Elected Chief: Gregory Louie
Living at Home Council
Members:

Living Away From Home
Council Members:

Angus Campbell
Sabrina Campbell
Philomena Duncan
Louie Frank SR
David Frank SR
Francis “Roye” John
Paul Robinson
Melinda Swan

Curtis Dick
P. Guy Louie SR
Crystal Sam
Andrew Webster JR
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Greg Louie, Chief Councillors
Update

Ahousaht Council is thankful for all our members
and everything you do to assist those in need.
Ahousaht Council continues to advocate at all
levels of government for support to assist with
searches that have been ongoing since the
beginning of summer.
I hope you all enjoy the use of High Speed
Internet, our latest completed project. Some other
projects we have in the works are 2 new 6-plexes,
4 houses, replacing Anderson Creek waterline and
building a new church.
Council is working on improving our financial
responsibility. A Financial Administration Law has
been adopted to assist in planning for a 10 year
agreement with the Federal Government. Our
2017-18 Audit was good.
Recently a team of local resource staff met with
RCMP and Probation from Port Alberni to
strategize how to improve communication and
how Ahousaht can assist our members who go
through the judicial system. Out of this a
Restorative Justice Committee was developed.

Melinda Swan, Deputy Chief
Councillor Update

Hello Ahousaht, I am happy to inform you that I
was elected the Deputy Chief Councillor for our
nation. One of the biggest responsibilities that
come with this position is to be a “stay at home”
member. I am going to do my best to uphold this
requirement. This is my second 4 year term to be
involved with leadership. I still have interest in
attending some meetings away from home to
expand on my learning.
I have also been designated to oversee Donations
for our nation; I recommend that any requests be
submitted via email to
melinda.swan@ahousaht.ca or handed into the
administration reception.
I will continue to do my best to respond to all
letters, emails, telephone calls, messages and
even faxes in a timely fashion.
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Ahousaht is developing
Comprehensive Community Plan.
The CCP is an all-around inclusive process for
community wide planning. It encourages
community participation in addressing specific
issues, establishing a vision of the future and
setting out well thought projects and programs to
achieve that vision.
Comprehensive community planning can benefit
the entire community by creating positive
changes while still protecting our core values.
For more information email: info@ahousaht.ca

Urban Administration Office
Our Ahousaht members who live in the city have
expressed interest for resources such as;
medical, status cards, counselling, and housing
and possible satellite office. Council has taken
the liberty to have a tour of Redford School in
Port Alberni for the possibility of purchasing.
Council is in the process of submitting a funding
proposal to BC Housing. What are your thoughts?

Invoices
Invoices to Ahousaht Administration are due October
9th at 4:00PM and every other Tuesday after that. If
you do not get your invoices in before Tuesday you
will have to wait until the next pay period to receive a
cheque from the Ahousaht Administration.

Council Structure
There are 4 distinct categories in council structure.
(Further detail on our Ahousaht website)






External Organizations
Financial
Local Business
Urban Support

The structure allows for the entire council team to be
more visible, involved and able to advocate for Ahousaht.
We will be working on committees in the very near future:
Which committees do we need? Which do we not?
Develop a term of reference for each.
We respect the family that is searching. We will notify the
membership when these meetings will occur and will have
additional meetings, along with meeting for new matters
we deem as priority. We are excited for this to get off the
ground; a new start with community involvement.
Requests along with documents that need prior reviewing
can be submitted to Council Assistant Molina Dick.
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Ongoing search for Travis Thomas
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Newsletter Date October 1 st, 2018

MEN’S GROUP!
There is a men’s group hosted at the Chachumhyiip
every Thursday at 7:00PM, it is opened for any ages.

Boys’s Club

Travis Thomas went to Bartlett Island for a solo
spiritual healing session on August 9th and
unfortunately that is the last time anyone has
heard from him. Hundreds of people since then
have been out to help with the search; climbing the
rocks, bush bombing through the woods or scoping
the island from the waters on the boats. The family
received and is still receiving plenty of help from
our community, our neighboring community and so
much more. Thanks to every single person that has
taken part of this ongoing search: the boat drivers,
the people who volunteered their time at our EOC
office, the kitchen staff who made sure we had the
food and drinks that we needed to be strong and
energized for our search, all the hikers who took
time away from their family and spent hours out on
the island, to Ahousaht Chief and Council who
helped take care of much of the financial needs, as
well as Ahousaht Education Authorities and MHSS
and to everyone who donated anything that was
needed. The list can go on and we do not mean to
leave anyone out, the family and our community
truly appreciate your help, your comfort, and your
support! Thank-you again Ahousaht, you have
proven once again that we are strong as one.
(Donations are still being accepted; to make a
donation please contact Selina Frank.)

There is also a Boys Club hosted by Tom Paul SR
called the “Ahousaht Warriors” that gather every
Tuesday from 3:30PM-8:00PM for ages 8-18,
dinner is included, so get your boys to come out
and join. 
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Ahousaht Reconciliation & Repatriation
Meeting with Khalsa Aid :

Ahousaht Remains at RBCM

Reconsiliation
On October 26th, Council and Hawiih will meet Khalsa Aid,
a Sikh international humanitarian relief group. Khalsa Aid
has heard of the war between the British and Ahousaht in
the 1860’s. One British ship apparently had a Sikh name,
“Sutlej”. Khalsa Aid wants to ensure Ahousaht
understands that the Sikh’s had no involvement with the
war. During this war, a young Ahousaht girl was “taken” by
the Captain’s wife and named her Maggie Sutlej.
Eventually she died a few years later on the ship. Khalsa
Aid would like to do Reconciliation with Ahousaht, offering
a donation for 5 years.

Council has tentatively set November 19th
as the date to Repatriate and bring home
Ahousaht member remains which are held
in the Royal BC Museum in Victoria.

Specific Claims
Deputy Chief Melinda Swan and Anne Atleo have set up sessions (October
16, 17, 18) with community members to provide evidence for our Specific
Claims for Ahousaht Additional Lands that were taken by the Federal
government.
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Jordan’s Principle

Status and Membership
Service:
Bonnie Frank, IRA does Ahousaht’s
Membership and Indian Status Registry at the
Ahousaht Administration office.
New status cards
To apply for a new status card please
remember you will need

A program that provides services for First Nations
children it is administered by the First Nations Health
Authority (FNHA). Jordan’s Principal was created in
honour of a young five year old boy named ‘Jordan
River Anderson’ who was from Norway House Cree
Nation in Manitoba. He was born in 1999 with a rare
disorder that required hospitalization from birth and
took him away from his home and his family because
there were no services or support around his
community that could meet his needs. With that being
said, the purpose of “Jordan’s Principal” is to ensure
that all First Nations children receive the services they
need when they need them. It is available to all First
Nations children in Canada, it applies to all public
services, including services that are beyond the
normative standard of care to ensure substantive
equality; it provides payment for needed services by
the government or department that first receives the
request. Our Administration team is working on
expanding access to Jordan’s Principle Ahousaht First
Nation members.

1 piece of primary ID:
A valid Canadian passport (not expired) or a
new plastic secure status card that has not
been expired for more than 6 months.
Or
2 pieces of secondary ID
(One must have a digitized photo): a current
paper laminated status card (that hasn’t been
expired for more than 6 months), provincial
ID card, drivers licence, care card or birth
certificate.
The new cards will be available at the
administration office mid to late October.

Registration Forms for New Babies
To register a newborn baby you will need the
baby’s original birth certificate and also the
parental information in order to register your
child as an Ahousaht First Nations member.

Change of Last Name
Forms are available for those who want to
change their name on the Membership/Status
Registry. Bring a copy of your certificate of
marriage in if you want to change your name
to your new married name; or other legal
documents ie. Adoption Certificate; We will
attach these to your completed form.

Call: 1-866-913-0033
Patient Travel
If you have an appointment coming up, please remember to come into the administration office to fill out an
appointment form and hand into either Bonnie Frank or Michelle Campbell so you can receive help with your travel and
accommodation expenses. Note: your PHN number and your appointment forms must be in four days prior to the date
of your appointment or you will only be able to receive a reimbursement cheque for your travel costs. Thank-you.
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TELUS High Speed Internet is here!
After quite a few delays the wiring for high-speed internet is finally up and running. Each home in Ahousaht will be able to
send and receive an internet signal through a cable line similar to the services in many cities. To receive this connection you
will need to provide your own router. The first 3 months will be no charge for all users
Email/Facebook

$25

10 GB/month

1 MB/s

Videos/Streaming

$35

20 GB/month

2 MB/s

Gaming

$60

50 GB/month

5 MB/s

All of the above

$120

100 GB/month

10 MB/s

or more information or questions you can contact Rob Bullock at Rob.Bullock@ahousaht.ca

Chah Chum Hii Yup Job Postings

Department numbers
Administration (Band Office): 250-670-9531 or
1-800-991-1433 (toll free)
Chachumhyiip (CHS): 250-670-9585
Fisheries: 250-670-9535
O&M: 250-670-9585
Housing: 250-670-2452
Maaqtusiis Secondary School: 250-670-9680
Maaqtusiis Elementary School: 250-670-9555
Ahousaht Education Authority: 250-670-9662

If you have any news or events coming up that you would like to get out there, you can submit your
request by sending an email to either Natasha or Marieta at Natasha.Thomas@ahousaht.ca or
Marieta.Kaloucokovale@ahousaht.ca and they will add it to our “Ahousaht Going?” newsletter; which
will be coming out once a month starting this month.
Let us know what info you’d like to see in the newsletter too! 

